
Sermon 21 Pentecost Year A 2020 

  Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew 22:34-46 

  They say a crisis is an opportunity.  They say an ending is a beginning.  They say as the seasons 

turn winter becomes spring.  They say as the world turns dark becomes the morning’s dawn.  

Work life ends and retirement begins.  They say we are born to die.  Well Jesus died and then 

rose again for our salvation.  Moses died and Joshua, filled with a spirit of wisdom led the people 

into the Promised Land. 

  The Bible pays attention to how the chief characters died and are mourned.  The Bible sets the 

standard for our understanding of a good death, mourning, and never giving up.  In this time of 

215,000+ Covid-19 deaths there are at least 2 million Americans grieving for someone who died.  

They also grieve for the manner of their death.  Covid-19 deaths have not been what we call a 

good death, surrounded by family, knit together in love and sorrow.  It has been a time of 

isolation and abandonment.  So…is it possible that the prayerful study of today’s reading, 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12, would comfort our hearts and wipe away our tears?  (Before we continue, 

pause the tape and read the story of Moses’ death as it celebrates his life.) 

  God knew Moses before Moses knew God.  God watched over Moses as he floated among the 

crocodiles in the little rush basket his mother made.  As he grew Moses came to know God.  

Moses was obedient to God his whole life.  And at the last, when he was 120 years old, God 

commanded him to climb to the top of Mt Nebo, 4,000 feet about the plains of Moab.  That 

seems like a lot to ask of an old man.  Yet Moses went and did all the Lord commanded, again. 

  From the top of the mountain the Lord showed him all the land the Children of Israel would 

enter to possess.  Moses saw with his own eyes that his 40 years of patient leading was not 

wasted, that righteous judgment had come to pass.  The people and Joshua had been prepared 

and were ready to enter in to possess the land.  His project was not a failure.  The writer of 

Hebrews memorializes Moses with these words, ‘now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a 

servant, to testify to the things that would be spoken later.’ (Hebrews 3:5).  The produce and 

rewards are given to the owner not to the servant.  It wasn’t for reward that Moses served the 

house of the Lord.  Yet, he received the commendation, well done good and faithful servant. 

  Let us encourage each other to persevere in doing the mundane work that seems little and un-

noticed.  It is faithfully going on with life, trusting that when you do what is set before you 

honestly and well, with a kind and gentle spirit then you will see the goodness of the Lord in the 

land of the living.   

  Moses, like Abraham set out on a journey of which he could not see the end, going toward a 

promise he would not have received by the time he died.  Moses and the people wandered 40 

years, but they weren’t lost.  Staying faithful in heart, mind, soul, and body was more important 

than arriving at a geographic location in time.  Being with God is Moses’ lived destination.  God 

showed Moses the land and thus he enters into rest and retirement.  Yes Moses died, but this 

wasn’t the end.  Moses was given rest from his labors.  He was given God’s Sabbath rest, to see 

everything that God had made and to see that it was as promised, very good.   

  It is written that Moses had excellent eyesight, but even from Mt Nebo the human eye cannot 

see to the end of the distances described.  Moses saw the land not just as geography, God let him 

see the vision of the promise fulfilled.  Moses saw the goodness of the Lord while he was yet in 

the land of the living.  He saw into the future, his death would be the beginning of the Lord’s 

continuing leadership.  Ending transformed into a new beginning. 

  The story of Moses’ death celebrates his life.  At the time of his death, his sight was unimpaired 

and his vigor had not abated.  How could this be at 120 years old?  Moses walked through life 



with faith that saw God.  He became a called prophet alone when he saw the Lord in the mystery 

of a bush that burned with fire yet was not consumed.  Moses was a prophet whom the Lord 

knew face to face.  Moses persevered because he saw Him who is invisible. (Hebrews 11:27).  

Faith is not blind, faith sees the invisible and walks without stumbling.  Moses saw by faith. His 

faith was confirmed and encouraged by the evidence of sight, he saw the power and glory of 

God. 

  On the mountain God showed him what already was – a land prepared ahead of time for the 

people.  The people have been prepared by Moses to follow Joshua.  They had seen Joshua was 

filled with the spirit of wisdom.  Prepared by the Law and the prophets to walk by faith, they 

trusted their leaders to follow the leading of God, up mountains, across the plains, through the 

shadowed valleys to the end of God’s choosing. 

  All through his life Moses walked with the Lord.  And now at the top of Mt Nebo, Moses dies. 

All his people are down on the plains.  Yet Moses is not alone.  He is in the presence of his 

constant and closest companion, the Lord his God.  Moses’ death story is his life’s story.  His 

death story ‘celebrates his life.’  It tells of his humanity, mortality; his leadership and humble 

obedience; his commitment to God and his commitment to God’s people.  Yet the manner of 

Moses’ death was outside normal expectation.  120 year old national leaders don’t generally 

climb mountains to die far from their people and to be buried by the hand of God in an unknown 

location.  The calling and death of Moses happened out of human sight yet under the watchful 

eye of God.  What no one saw has been shown to us.   

  Our living makes the invisible world of our faith visible.  The life lived by faith shines like a 

light in our dark world and lead others into the radiant life giving light of Christ.  Persevere in 

your faith, continue as you have begun … the end is not yet.  In due season, at the time known 

only to the Father, the Son will come in glory with his angels.  Be patient and persevere. Don’t 

give up even as we cannot see yet what we believe.  ‘Blessed are those who have not seen, yet 

have come to believe.’ (John 20:29). 

  And now may the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.  Amen. 


