
5th Pentecost Year A 2020 

      Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

  We learn how to be evangelists, messengers of the gospel from Jesus.  When talking with 

people, Jesus usually begins with a descriptive illustration that relates to daily life.  To what can I 

compare…to what can I compare this generation?  Ah…this is a generation that expects to find 

what they are looking for in the marketplace, the arena of competitive or commercial dealings.  

Yet people go to market searching for happiness, looking for love and most of all to be greeted 

with respect. Ah…no one listens to children making music in the streets.  So… Jesus says, but to 

what will I compare this generation?  They are too busy in the marketplace of daily life to hear 

and understand the soundtrack of their own days.  The freely played music of the children is 

telling them how it is, but the wise and intelligent reject the gift.  They won’t stop and listen to 

the music, to enter into the joyful dance of living in the kingdom of God.  Would you like to hear 

the song the angels sing?   

  God has sent his children, the prophet John and his Son Jesus to play for the people and they 

were rejected. John plays funeral music, but the people don’t weep that their sins are killing them 

they don’t repent.  They accuse John of being possessed by a demon and reject him.  Jesus plays 

wedding music, but the people don’t dance and rejoice that the Bridegroom has come.  They 

accuse Jesus of being a glutton and drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.  He is 

rejected.  No one stops to hear beautiful music played for free in the streets, to sing with angels 

and archangels and all the company of heaven. 

  In the world, the marketplace, people are busy competing in self-interest.  They have no ears to 

hear God’s Word, God’s music.  When we are busy, task focused we see what we want to see, 

we hear what we want to hear so that we can justify doing what we want to do.  The wise and 

intelligent were certain that they had correctly heard and understood John and Jesus. Their 

certainty allowed them to dismiss and reject those whom God had sent.  They justify their 

dismissal with the ‘wisdom’ of their intelligent judgment, John is crazy, demon possessed and 

Jesus is a glutton and drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. The wise & intelligent 

reject John and Jesus.  They are too smart of their own good, wise in their own eyes, they are 

certain they know how and when the long expected Messiah will come.  The wise in their own 

eyes, those who flock to buy and sell are certain that God’s salvation cannot be a free gift, like 

music to the ears, a comfort for those who weep or wail in mourning.  

  Ask anyone, everyone knows all about Jesus.  They know all they need to know, just ask them.  

They know where he is found, how he will come, what his message is and especially who he is?  

Try it, ask anyone about Jesus.  This generation probably won’t say he’s a glutton and a 

drunkard, but they might say he was a friend of tax collectors and sinners as if this was a good 

thing, not the insult his critics intended.  But rarely is the Jesus we know personally, the same 

Jesus the world knows about and rejects.  They are so certain of what they know that they will 

reject hearing the wedding music the children want to play for them, the wedding music that 

portrays Jesus as the Bridegroom, Savior and Advocate who commands  merciful justice.  Those 

who live by the competitive rules of the market distrust anything that is freely given.  Freedom 

disrupts and undermines market value. 

  When you are trying to give a good thing to someone, rejection is especially painful and 

emotionally exhausting.  I try not to take it personally, but after a while one can be weary of 

doing good and being rejected by the greedy.     

  But what did Jesus do when he was rejected?  Jesus gives thanks to God his Father, the Lord of 

Heaven and Earth.  He gives thanks for God’s gracious plan to reveal salvation to ordinary 



people, to reveal his deeds of power and mercy to infants & has hidden them from the wise and 

intelligent.  Hidden them from those who are certain they know and by their knowing reject 

Jesus.  The world still rejects Jesus.  No thrones are toppled, no empires fall before him, the 

structural institutional sin inherent in power and privilege still rules the world by aggression and 

sword, by tear gas and tazer.  Terror is all around fueled by incompetence, selfish greed and 

chaos.  There are no leaders who care for the people, no shepherds…and Jesus offers his Father a 

prayer of thanks?  Really? How can this be, Jesus is thankful to be rejected by the wise and 

intelligent and revealed to infants?... How can we be surprised that the marketplaces, the world 

rejects him. 

  So if the gospel is hidden from the wise and intelligent, those who make the decisions that rule 

the people,  then the world will always be a place of conflict, the ordinary people will always be 

burdened and oppressed.  How can this be God’s gracious plan of salvation?  How can I give 

thanks that the world rejects Jesus?  I must be missing something, not hearing the music that 

John and Jesus are playing, because this doesn’t sound like music to my ears.  … Am I too smart 

for my own good?  … 

  What is the good news in this gospel reading on rejection of Jesus?  Jesus is giving thanks that 

God’s Salvation and Justice are for the little ones, the infants.  God, the Father, the Lord of 

Heaven and Earth is on our side.  God is for us, he has sent Jesus to be our Advocate.  Jesus is 

giving thanks that when we are exhausted by rejection, exhausted by the futility of our own 

wisdom and the burden of carrying and defending our own certainty about Him, then we can 

come to him to be given rest. In resting, in Sabbath rest when we leave the marketplace, we learn 

how to be infants. In his prayer of thanksgiving Jesus teaches us how to be humble and gentle in 

heart, how to find rest for our souls when we are rejected and despised as He was.  We learn 

from Jesus how to pray, ‘I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father! For 

such was your gracious will.’ 

 This is a holiday weekend, the markets are closed. Take your rest.   Hear the music.  The Son 

has chosen to reveal the Father to you, has invited you to the wedding feast.  He has invited your 

heart and mind and soul be refreshed as you sing the song the angels sing.  “Holy, Holy, Holy 

Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come.  You are worthy, or Lord and God, to 

receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 

were created.” AMEN.   

 

   


